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U.S. Rail Carloads of Coal:  
YTD Through September

Data are originations and don’t include the U.S. operations of CN and CP. 
Source: AAR Weekly Railroad Traffic

U.S. coal carloads in 2017 were 3.24 
million, or 42%, lower than in the peak 

year of 2008.  That’s equal to more than 
27,000 120-car coal trains.
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U.S. Rail Carloads 
of Crude Oil by Quarter

Quarterly figures may not add precisely to totals.  Data are for Class I 
railroads only.  Source:  AAR Freight Commodity Statistics

2013 407,761
2014 493,146
2015 409,949
2016 211,986
2017 128,967

Annual Totals
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U.S. Rail Carloads 
of Industrial Sand by Quarter

Quarterly figures may not add precisely to totals.  Data are for Class I 
railroads only.  Source:  AAR Freight Commodity Statistics
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Source: STB Waybill Sample
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Continued Massive Spending on 
Infrastructure and Equipment*

*Capital spending + mainten. expenses.  2017 is preliminary.  Data are for Class I RRs.  Source: AAR
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Investment Continues
on Infrastructure & Equipment

Data are for Class I railroads.   Source: AAR
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Data are for Class I railroads.   Source: AAR

($ billions, current dollars)



Railroads Help Keep Coal-
Based Electricity

SLIDE 9 ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN RAILROADS

Source: www.railroadpm.org
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Average Train Speed:  Oct. 2017 - Sept. 2018
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Railroads Help Keep Coal-
Based Electricity

SLIDE 10 ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN RAILROADS

Source: www.railroadpm.org
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Average Terminal Dwell:  Oct. 2017 - Sept. 2018
(hours, 3-week moving average)
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